A SLICE OF LIFE – STUDENT ASSESSMENT TASK

You have an exciting new summer job as a Junior Forester with Alberta Parks and Recreation. The Park Warden has asked you to create a presentation that will inform tourists about the trees in recreation areas in your region. The presentation will help tourists understand the characteristics of the trees as well as consider the influence of different environmental factors on the trees.

Your presentation should focus on 2 coniferous and 2 deciduous trees from the local region. The presentation should describe the general characteristics of each tree, including:
· leaf shapes
· leaf arrangements,
· branching patterns, and 
· overall form of the tree.

Include a tree cookie (model or visual) from a young tree as part of your presentation. The tree cookie should provide evidence of an environmental factor such as drought, disease or other trauma. Explain to the park visitors how to use the markings to interpret the growth pattern of the tree.

Your presentation should engage visitors in the topic and provide information to help them enjoy their stay in the natural environment. Your presentation might take the form of:
· a visual representation (poster, models, etc.)
· multi-media presentation involving technology (slide show)
· oral presentation (with appropriate visuals to help share the information)

Park employees must be knowledgeable and able to assist visitors in identifying the various trees in the park. You will need to access and retrieve information from a variety of sources in order to prepare for your presentation.

The Park Warden is anxious for you to begin sharing your information with the park visitors. Enjoy your work!



Student ___________________________________
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              Level


Criteria               
	
4
Excellent

	
3
Proficient
	
2
Adequate
	
1
Limited *
	
Insufficient / Blank *


	Accesses and retrieves information
(C.1.2.1)

NOTE:
Optional ICT outcome. Could also included print and visual sources.
	Accesses and retrieves significant and pertinent information from a variety of sources.

	Accesses and retrieves meaningful and relevant information from a variety of sources.

	Accesses and retrieves appropriate and generally predictable information from a variety of sources.
	Accesses and retrieves vague and trivial information from a variety of sources.

	No score is awarded because there is insufficient evidence of student performance based on the requirements of the assessment task.

	Describes tree characteristics
(6-10.4, 6-10.5, 6-10,6)
	Provides a comprehensive description of tree characteristics.
	Provides a detailed description of tree characteristics.
	Provides a general description of tree characteristics.
	Provides a sketchy description of tree characteristics.
	

	Interprets growth pattern
(6-10.7)



	Provides an insightful interpretation of how the elements affected the growth of the tree.

	Provides a logical interpretation of how the elements affected the growth of the tree.
	Provides a suitable interpretation of how the elements affected the growth of the tree.
	Provides a vague interpretation of how the elements affected the growth of the tree.
	

	Communicates information 
(ELA4.3.1)





	Creates presentation with a unified message that is engaging, memorable and enhances audience understanding.
	Creates presentation with a clear message that is effective, interesting and supports audience understanding.
	Creates presentation with   a simplistic message that is simplistic and does little to support audience understanding.

	Creates presentation with an unclear message that is inaccurate and fails to enhance audience understanding.
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